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EDITORIAL NOTE

  

 In today’s busy, frenzy, fast-paced modern lives that we lead, with too many things going 

on, our minds seem to be more muddled than ever. Yet, something about the act of putting pen 

to paper, or in this age, typing words onto the keyboard and letting your ideas, imagination and 

feelings spill out really helps you slow down and clarify what you know, feel and understand. 

 e British writer, William Makepeace  ackery, was right on point when he said, “  ere are a 

thousand thoughts lying within a man that he does not know till he takes up the pen to write.” 

So really, if I were to delineate a theme for this edition of Catalyst, it would be self-expression; 

be it prose, verse or research.  e contents of the magazine are an assortment of subjects en-

compassing experiences, ingenuity, imagination and research providing a glimpse into the inner 

depths of the writers who are our very own faculty members, students and alumni of the college.  

I invite you to explore the pages and be inspired. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

           

             R S Philasem

           Editor-in-Chief
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GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, PETTIGREW COLLEGE, UKHRUL

Principal’s Message

 It is a matter of great pride for Pettigrew College to bring out the annual college maga-

zine ‘CATALYST’ for the academic session 2019-2020. Over the past few years, the college has 

made spectacular progress in all areas; academic, non-academic and capacity-building, relevant 

to both staff  and students.  e college megazine provides a platform to review the growth and 

identity of the college. It is like a mirror that re  ects a clear picture of all the activities undertak-

en by the college.  e magazine also helps in developing the creative side of the students as well 

as the faculty members of the institution. I congratulate the editorial board of the magazine who 

have played a wonderful role in accomplishing the task of publishing the magazine promptly. 

     

                                                                                              

                                                                                  

                                                                                        

         (K.A.S. Soreishang)

          Principal,

              Pettigrew College, Ukhrul
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MESSAGE 

Greetings from Hunphun Katamnao Long (Ukhrul, Student Union)

 With much gratitude, I am elated to be a part of Pettigrew College’s Prestigious mag-

azine; the Catalyst for the academic session, 2019-2020. At the very outset, I would like to 

assert that all educational institutions must be protected from corruption within and without. 

Hunphun Katamnao Long will always stand for such noble cause, rest assured.

 Adversely, Pettigrew College has been far from expectation in comparison to its status as 

one of the oldest and widely known educational institutions in Manipur.  e underdevelopment 

in various aspects of the institution is a big concern for many intellectuals and laymen as well. 

Keeping all these in mind, it is imperative on the part of the students to be more sensible and 

responsible towards the institution and society at large. 

 May this annual magazine bring forth a new hope by inculcating the spirit and courage 

to transform the institution towards perfection. 

                                                                                  

 

                       Ngaworpei Ragui 

             President, Hunphun Katamnao Long
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MESSAGE

Dear readers,

 Pettigrew College, Ukhrul Manipur, is back with its annual magazine for the year 2019-

2020, after many years of preclude despite passionate entreaties. Against the backdrop, our 

passion for this project stems from an innate desire to bring light to the talents of our college 

students. At the same time, this academic magazine is a dynamic platform for students to learn, 

explore and express ideas to broaden their minds and acquire knowledge independently. 

 Our team is immensely grateful to all those who have contributed in the making of the 

latest edition of the magazine by volunteering their time and talent. We are extremely thankful 

to our principal for his encouragement and support to produce this magazine. We are indebted 

to our teachers and students for their muni  cence and guidance through every step of the pro-

cess with their valuable suggestions and advices. 

 As we publish this year’s magazine, we hope that you come back to these pieces with 

broader thoughts and new perspectives. Our eff ort will always be aimed at amplifying talents 

that are born out of a desire to bring new changes and subvert norms. Passing on this tradition 

to our juniors, we hope that fresh minds continue to  nd home in the pages of our college mag-

azine.

                                

 

          LH Yara 

             BA, Semester V

                   Magazine Secretary

            Pettigrew College
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A PEEP INTO REALITY

    Karaiba James

       Assistant Professor, Political Science

 e person who graduates today and stops learning is uneducated the day after.

 In the words of Horace Mann, “A human being is not in any proper sense a human being 

until he is educated.” So, when is a man educated? He is, when he knows how to live, how to 

love, how to hope, how to pray and is not afraid to die.

 To look at is one thing, to see is another, to understand is a third; to understand from 

what we understand is still something else. But, to act on what we learn is what really matters. 

Learning is a treasure that accompanies its owner everywhere.

 Often, there is this tendency of general socialization that, “AGE” is a stumbling block in 

the process of learning. When is the right age for learning, an age for a new profession, an age 

when our spirit and enthusiasm be permitted to get exhausted? A good answer to this question 

could be, “it is what you do, not when you do it.” 

• Michelangelo at ninety having lost his eyesight ran his hands over statues in St. Peter’s 

Cathedral and exclaimed – I am still learning.

• Golda Meir was seventy one when she became the prime minister of Israel.

• William Pitt II was twenty four when he became the prime minister of Great Britain.

• George Bernard Shaw was ninety four when one of his plays was  rst produced.

• Mozart was just seven when his  rst composition was published.

• Benjamin Franklin, a newspaper Columnist at sixteen and a framer of the constitution 

of the United States of America at eighty one.

  ese fractional bits of great personalities unravel that age has nothing to do with learn-

ing.  e prime of life is that  eeting moments between green and overripe. So, let’s keep learn-

ing for its sources are boundless.
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HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

Ningam Zimik

BA, Semester-V

Away, was I from family!

Hostel life, new life

One room, one bed, one table, four walls

 ousands of laughter and millions of unforgettable memories

We were to take care of each other as brothers from diff erent mothers.

Indeed, hostel life is pregnant with crazy things;

Love, laughter, daily activities of cleaning,

Washing, playing, dining, gatherings,

All stored, never to be forgotten.

Hiking trips and vacations rainbowed our hostel life.

A new world of small rooms,

All Romeos living single

And Juliets butter  ying all around.

A place to experience huge contentment,

Sharing burnt food with our mates,

Concern and love for another grew stronger. 

 ere was always hustle and bustle

 e environment embraced us with easy, warm, motherly hugs.

Lovely times of our life will not return back forever.

But lovely relations and memories of

Hostel friends will stay in my heart forever.
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REAL LEARNING HAPPENS THROUGH ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

Sirawon Horam

BA, Semester-V

 In the initial journey of my life as a student, as I yearn and seek for more knowledge and 

wisdom, the fear of making mistakes combined with my shy nature became my greatest hurdle. 

Because I was afraid of saying the wrong things and being laughed at, was afraid of being re-

jected, criticized and ridiculed by my friends and teachers, I could not speak out my mind nor 

ask questions to know more or to clear doubts from my teachers. Silenced by fear, I became 

ineff ective in playing the role of a real student and I was left feeling devastated and stagnated as 

true learning and growing was not happening. 

 We know that learning takes place through passive and active participation. Yet, I would 

like to reaffi  rm that active and participatory learning is the key to real learning and hence, we 

need to do away with our fear of making mistakes or revealing weaknesses and ignorance to our 

teachers. How can we learn if we are afraid of making mistakes? What can we gain if we never 

take risk? If we do not let teachers know at what level we are at, because we don’t want to reveal 

our ignorance how will we ever grow? Let us not forget that admittance of ignorance is often 

the  rst step towards learning. So, if you don’t understand something, ask for clari  cation. If the 

teacher wants a volunteer, volunteer. We learn more by participation than by being silent and 

attempting to look cool. Let us be willing to make mistakes because mistakes show initiative. 

Learning happens only through trial and error. When you learn to ride a bicycle, did you just 

get on it and learn how to ride right away or did you fall off  a few times before conquering the 

problem of balance? Learning to ride a bicycle is exciting and frustrating but also exhilarating. 

 is learning process follows the same for all other kinds of learning. 

 Perhaps, one of the biggest lessons we have to learn is that people who do nothing make 

no mistakes. Let us not lose our opportunity, our time, our talent, our life and our potential to 

fear which is holding us back from active learning and living our life to the fullest. We all know 

the saying that goes, “  ere is no elevator to success, you have to take the stairs.” Friends, this is 

what it means to take the stairs-struggling day in and day out, moment by moment, falling and 

rising, committing many mistakes and constantly learning in the process. 

 In the words of Helen Keller, “Life is a daring adventure or nothing.”  e world and its 

opportunities are for the adventurous, brave and fearless. Friends, we are not to go through life, 

but grow through life. Let us fearlessly spread our wings and  y.
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A REFLECTIVE SUMMARY ON THE CRISIS OF OUR CONTEMPO-
RARY TIMES

                Moses Shaiza

                Lecturer, History

  e study of history is indeed worthwhile and necessary for the education of eff ective 

citizen and worthy human beings. Historical knowledge is no more and no less than carefully 

and critically constructed collective memory. As such, it can both make us wiser in our private 

choices and more richly human in our private lives. “  e past reminds us of timeless human 

truth and allows for the perpetuation of cultural traditions that can be nourishing; it contains 

examples of mistakes to avoid, preserves the memory of alternative ways of doing things, and is 

the basis for self-understanding….” (Bettina Drew). Everything that exists in today’s world has 

some origin from the past. It is a known fact that history has a tendency of repeating itself and 

so to prepare us for the future we need to understand the past. History can give us the answer to 

almost everything that is going on in the present, with what we call a historical investigation. 

 In the present contemporary world that we live in, violence and crimes are rampant and 

have become a way of life, where justice is a game. We, the human race is facing threats from 

every angle – wars and threats of terrorism, nuclear weapons, chemical and biological weapons, 

global problems of social, political, economic and environmental issues, poverty, racism, nation-

alism, human rights violations, etc. Hardly, have we recovered from the terrifying destruction 

caused by the two World Wars, yet ironically, instead of  nding means and measures to rectify 

the past misadventures, there are wars and more con  icts everywhere, thus bringing forth more 

chaos, confusion and mayhem.

 Science and technology have been progressing by leaps and bounds but we need to re-

member that it can be a double-edged sword. We live in an age of space and nuclear arms race, 

with all the super powers trying to outwit the other. Each country is claiming superiority over 

the others and secretly arming themselves with weapons of mass destruction. If these weapons 

are used or falls in the wrong hands, our civilization may become extinct or annihilated at any 

given point of time. Indeed, the acceleration of scienti  c breakthrough appears to have reached 

its zenith with limitless possibilities. Yet, the recent event of Covid-19 has stunned the world 

over; we  nd ourselves trapped and helpless, unable to defend and combat the catastrophic in-

vasion of a microscopic mutating virus. With substantial death toll of over millions, the crisis 

has also put a considerable strain on the political, social and economic spheres across the globe. 

In a post-coronavirus world, patterns of global inequality will likely be even more extreme than 

they are now, potentially causing substantial future unrest. If that is to be prevented, we have to 

work even more intensely for a fairer social and economic order. On the positive side, the un-

precedented scale of Covid-19 has forged greater cooperation among nations. We are learning 
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from each other in trying to contain this dreaded disease before it claims more lives.

 Another concerning crisis that we hardly take on at face value is climate change. No 

corner of the globe is immune from the devastating consequences of climate change. With 

increasing industrialization and population growth, the environment has been hugely aff ected 

which has cascaded in increased disasters. One of the highlights is that of global warming that 

has resulted in melting of ice caps causing rise in sea level. Many species have found themselves 

unable to adapt to these changes causing them to become endangered. Meanwhile, an under-

standing and recognition of the evident faults from the past might help in injecting greater 

wisdom into current policies.

 Coming to India – the land where Vedic religions, Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism 

originated. Indian Philosophy preaches peace and harmony, but above all, the doctrine of non-

violence. But, it is indeed an irony that India is also racing towards the same direction – the 

nuclear way! On closer introspection it is understandable that India too, is simply trying to keep 

up with the trend of the times, to be at par with other western countries so as to defend itself, 

as well as safeguard the welfare of its citizens. Yet, what is worrying, is that crime rates are ris-

ing and branching out in various forms – drug and human traffi  cking, fraud, political violence, 

religious fanaticism, communalism, factionalism, abduction, extortion, corruption, rape, violence 

against women, human rights violations, the diminishing of our constitutional rights and the list 

goes on like a derailed train. 

 So, what are the means and measures to solve these problems? Law is the solution. Law 

is a system of rules and guidelines which are enforced through social institutions to govern and 

control behavior. But then crops up the questions of doubts again, can the laws of the land really 

protect its citizens and deliver justice?  e error lies not with the written law itself, but with 

the elected guardians and enforcers of the law. And we the citizens, who constitutes the social 

set-up, are as well equally guilty and responsible for the breakdown of the machinery of law and 

order of the state. We are the ones who, by our own individual choices, elect those who are in 

power and entrust them to run and look after the aff airs of the state.  erefore, the point here is, 

it is vital that we cast our votes for a good leader, a man of integrity, the one who will safeguard 

and ensure our rights.  ese awareness needs to be ingrained in each and every citizens of the 

state and it begins with you and me to bring about a change. 

  e Constitution of India, which is the supreme law of the land, lays down the frame-

work de  ning fundamental political principle, powers and duties of government institutions 

and sets out fundamental rights, directive principles of state’s policy and the duties of citizens. 

 e constitution states the commitment to justice, liberty of thought, belief, faith and religion, 

equality of status and opportunity. But, it must be noted that there is no equal plane, wherefore 

there exist the privileged and the under-privileged. Universal brotherhood, the soul of the In-
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dian Constitution, is to give life and maintain morality, human values and a sense of love and 

sacri  ce. But the saddest part for instance is, we have promoted a system of imposing taxation, 

where not even beggars are spared. Yes, beggars too are paying indirect taxes, i.e., by buying their 

needs to survive in the form of foods and other essential goods. We need to remember that, the 

salaries and all the bonuses that one enjoys, there is also in part - “the beggar’s contribution to 

the state’s revenue”. 

  Another disturbing fact that we all face today is of human rights violation. Article 1 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1945, states that, “All human beings are born 

free and equal in dignity and rights”. But the ice-cold truth of the present scenario is “man are 

born free but are in chains everywhere” as Rosseau, the Genevan philosopher wrote. We are all 

entitled to our basic human rights without discrimination irrespective of caste, creed, religion 

or language. On the contrary, human rights abuses and violations of terrifying nature are tak-

ing place faster than the blink of an eye on a continuing basis – rape, murder, random killings, 

abduction, political violence, atrocities by the police and armed forces, economic exploitations, 

child labor, violence against women, gender inequalities, cruel-inhuman and degrading treat-

ment of fellow human beings in all spheres of society. 

 It would be worthwhile to note that even animals are given “Animal Rights” for its sur-

vival, which exists in the form of an international association known as PETA (People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals); of which activist volunteers of India is also a member of the said 

organization. If we dig deep enough, we can actually feel the undercurrents of the sarcasm that 

ricochets within our social make-up. We humans ourselves, are  ghting for our basic “Human 

Rights” and on the  ip side, we are also standing up for the cause of “Animal Rights”. It would 

not be wrong to assume that we are all living in a paradoxical era in an environment of self-con-

tradictory world and unpredictable times.

  erefore, as citizens of the state, each and every individual member has rights and du-

ties as they are correlatives. We should aspire to incorporate the basic ideals on how to be a good 

citizen, a reliable person, i.e., being a responsible citizen to own self, to the family, to the society, 

and to the state as a whole. We have obligations and responsibilities to help shape and build a 

healthy and safe environment for generations to come. So where do we begin? 

1. Home: Where all of our characters are nurtured, molded and shaped. To instill good val-

ues to our children and to the younger generations. “  e strength of a nation is derived 

from the integrity of its homes” – Confucius.

2. Society: Where healthy individuals group together to help mould character and develop 

a healthy environment. Where there abounds love and concern for others.

3. Education: A platform to spread social awareness and good ethics, to impart and ingrain 
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to every student the rich values of human lives and the purpose of our existence. It is 

the  rst step for people to gain knowledge, critical thinking, empowerment and skills 

needed to bring about a positive change.

 In short, the crisis of our age is multidimensional as well as multifaceted in nature. 

 e time has come for all irrespective of caste, creed, religion, race or nationality, professionals 

from every stream of knowledge to cooperate and collaborate in order to eradicate the common 

problems that are invading the very heart of our society. History and history writing is of vital 

importance which can be used as a tool to reach out to the general masses for enlightening the 

various ills and grievances that our present society is encountering. It can act as an agent to 

nurture the young ones and the student community. Life can be long or can be short, but what 

really matters, is the value of quality over quantity of a life and also the legacy that one leaves be-

hind. One needs to search deep within to  nd the right answer that is being misted by questions 

after questions, by opening up the windows of our conscience and seek to enlighten ourselves 

to see the truth as it is, to  nd the strength to carry on and the courage to do what is right, so 

as to make this world a more livable place to live in and to safeguard the future of the younger 

generations for times to come. 

 History and time will judge us not only on whether we got through these rough and 

tough times but on the lessons we learned and the actions that we took.  us, so far, for the 

moment, it would be apt to pause for now with a quotation by John Ruskin, “When we build, 

let us think that we build forever, let it not be for present delight or for over-use alone. Let it be 

such work as our descendants will look upon with praise and thanksgiving in their hearts”.

REMINISCENCE 
                      Soreichon Lungleng

                      Alumni, Batch of 2018 

 I feel very fortunate to have spent those three years in Pettigrew College, Ukhrul as it 

gave me a platform to push myself and understand the potentials that was hidden inside of me. 

 e college gave me multi-dimensional learning opportunities through academic as well as stu-

dent leadership experience, for which I will always be grateful for.

  e faculty of the college are experts in their respective subjects with a plethora of ex-

periences. I feel blessed to have been guided by such faculty who are most committed, patient 

and caring towards the welfare of the students.   ey helped me with my ups and downs and 

shaped me into a better and more responsible person. Also, the relationship between faculty and 
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students has been always very cordial in this college.  e friendly environment and the system-

atic approach towards imparting education at Pettigrew College have made me a competent 

individual today. 

 I would like to proudly tell the newcomers of the college that you have chosen the right 

college to achieve your goal. Take advantage of the excellent faculty available who are always 

ready to help and guide you and also take active participation in the co-curricular activities 

which are real learning opportunities for overall skill enhancements.

MEANINGLESS, MEANINGFUL
                     Aminao Zimik, 

                              BA, Semester-V 

Our life exists in two ways,

either meaningful or meaningless. 

A life without any purpose is a pointless life. 

But a life with purpose and passion

is like the lighthouse in the dark stormy night.

 ose who know the diff erence of

‘eternal’ and ‘temporary’, make it to a meaningful life.

 e worldly system claims temporary as everlasting. 

To make it more realistic, the world 

feeds them with materials, popularity, fame and wealth. 

But they do not know the truth that 

only the Creator of everything, above and below,

visible and invisible, possess ‘Everlasting’.

 e only rule in this game is ‘Freedom of choice’.

But every choice has a price,

if you don’t decide, the system itself will decide for you.

Sadly, men are blinded by the system

so-called, self-love, pleasure, wealth and fame.

In the end they blame their fate,

not the choice they had taken.

Now that you see, the choice is yours.

 e lighthouse might be nothing in the day,

 but it can save a thousand souls in the dark stormy night.
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FIND YOUR WAY
                    Shontim Luiyi

                    BA, Semester-I

 You should never doubt yourself wherever you are. Be grateful for all the memories that 

you have created and begin to grab opportunities here and now, with enthusiasm just as you 

need fresh air. Today is not your forever; you are voyaging towards the better part of your life. Be 

brave, embrace yourself and step into the unknown to discover where it leads to. To achieve suc-

cess is to  nd your own way. So, create your way by walking into it.  ink about your strengths, 

your weaknesses, your passions and  nd clarity to know what the best is for you. Once you know 

what you want in life, your personal destination becomes clear and you can show the world, your 

uniqueness, talents and your good values. 

 You should focus on yourself and promise to put yourself at the top of your to-do list. 

You must understand what really matters to you and only then, you can take each step forward 

to reach your destination. Find your way every single day.

MY PARENTS, MY INSPIRATION
          Yara LH

          BA, Semester-V

 My parents taught me what self-worth is.  ey taught me to be compassionate to all, 

taught me what it means to make someone happy, taught me that hard times can be overcome 

and losing battles can be won.  ey have taught me more than I could have ever learned from 

anyone or everywhere else in this world. 

 My parents have also been very patient with me.  ey are always by my side during the 

good and bad times.  ey give me advice and support whenever I need them.  ey work hard 

day and night because they want to ensure that their children get a comfortable life.  ey always 

have a smile on their face no matter how tired they might be. My parents love for me and my 

siblings is limitless.

 Nothing I do can repay the sacri  ces, kindness and love that they have given me. I really 

thank God for giving them in my life.
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

                         emhorla 

                                  BA, Semester-I

  Women’s empowerment is the process of empowering women. It means to give 

power or authority to women and to create power for them to live a happy and respectable life 

in the society. Women are empowered when they have access to opportunities in terms of social, 

political, economic and legal means without any limitations and restrictions. It includes raising 

their statuses through education, awareness, literacy and training. It also includes the authority 

to take part in the decision making processes of various tiers of the government. When a woman 

makes crucial decisions, she feels empowered.

 History has shown us that in India, women were ill-treated right from the beginning. 

From the Hindu practice of Sati in the ancient times to the girl child abortion in the present 

scenario, women continue facing such violence. Not only this, heinous crimes against women 

such as rape, acid attack, dowry system, honour killing, domestic violence, etc., are still happen-

ing in India.

 Due to female foeticide practices, girl child numbers are decreasing sharply in India 

which has aff ected the sex ratio in India.  e literacy rate in girls is very low. Most of the girls are 

not even provided with primary education. Moreover, they are married early and made to raise 

children and shoulder only household work.  ey are not allowed to go out and are dominated 

by their husbands. Women are taken for granted by men as they are considered their property. 

Even at workplace, women face discrimination.  ey are paid less for the same work as com-

pared to their male counterparts.

 Even though most of the above mentioned issues occur in the mainland of India, there 

is no denying that some incidents also happen in our society as well, though at a much lower 

varying degrees. Indeed, the times are changing and the need for empowering women has never 

been more important than now, since women’s empowerment is crucial for the overall develop-

ment of a country.

  Women can be empowered in various ways.  e Government has come up with vari-

ous schemes over the years such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana, Mahila-E-Haat, Mahila 

Shakti Kendra, Working Women Hostel, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, etc.; to empower women. 

Apart from these schemes, we as responsible citizens should also empower women in every 

way possible. At the individual level, we should start respecting women and start giving them 

opportunities equal to men. We should promote and encourage them for jobs, higher education, 

business activities, etc.  ese small steps will change the condition of women in our society and 

make them feel truly empowered.
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VOYAGE WITH THE WIND
                           HA Timminim, 

BSc,Semester-I

Yore in the vale, 

I spotted the wind sale; 

We began our journey

After a ride off ered to me.

Reaching to the north higher,

I could sense the brisk yonder.

Sprinting the canopies, rocks, sands over,

I saw a humming bird on the  owers hover. 

We made adjustments to the hot and cold

For a good example to hold; 

We made the trees whisper. 

My mate was a sprinkler 

Who also sway 

And lead the  shermen the way.

In the place with no noise 

I heard my mother’s voice,

Apprising me about sun tan

And asking me for a hand fan.

I had to do a task! 

Before I could see its face behind the mask

It silently sneaked away; 

Before I could hear the language it say,

Before it  nished the guide

Of the long ride. 

We parted before reaching the village

Beyond the sky during the voyage.

FINDING YOUR PURPOSE IN EDUCATION

             Mangakhui Tuikhar

             BA, Semester-VI

 “  ere is a myth that the purpose of education is to give one the means for upward mo-

bility and success.  e plain truth is that the planet does not need more successful people. But 

it does need desperately more peacemakers, healers, restorers, story tellers, and lovers of every 

shape and form.” - David W. Orr

  is quote is from an award-winning environmental scientist who, through his writings 

and lectures, hopes to change the way students and educators approach responsible manage-

ment of biological diversity. As an environmentalist, that is what he  rmly believed of what 

education ought to be. Now, the follow up question I would like to ask each and every one of 

you reading this is, what does education mean to you?

   e purpose of education has been a subject of frequent debate by academicians and 
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thinkers.  eir observations range from praise to cynicism, mostly the latter. Education be-

comes an easy target for criticism because its aims are often too lofty or ambitious, that it has 

little chance of it being realized. Moreover, many people who have made their presence felt in 

the world of ideas and who have also made a mark as leaders and innovators, have held formal 

education and educational institutions in low regard. On the other hand, there is an abundance 

of arguments against that particular reasoning, as there are many successful people who through 

education have tirelessly worked and changed the landscape of the society for the better. 

 Despite the contrasting views, I believe that education is the only way which shows us 

ways to lead and utilize our life properly. Success is achieved when people have knowledge, skills 

and attitude. All these things can be gained only with the help of education. John Dewey, an 

American philosopher and an educational reformer stated that, “Education is not a preparation 

for life; it is life itself ”. In that same logical sense, our own experience of learning will lead us to 

 nding our purpose of education.

 Many students believe that going to school and college is about attaining factual knowl-

edge while for some students, it is about experiences they get, the bond they make, the teachers 

who inspires them to do their best and the values they learn from their decisions and mistakes. 

In the end, we all seem to fall into two categories of conclusion;

• For developing society, getting an educational degree means increasing your chances of 

getting a good and high paying job, living a stress free life and becoming successful.

• For developed society, education is about experience, exploring new ideas, aesthetic pur-

poses and not only about getting a degree and  nding a job.

 All things considered, education is a part of life. You cannot go through life and learn 

nothing out of it, for to even make the realization that you know nothing means, you have re-

alized that there is something much more to learn in the process of life. Furthermore, everyone 

would agree that we are all fundamentally diff erent and what diff erentiate each one of us could 

be an ambiguous point, but the common ground is that we all have our own de  nition of edu-

cation deep within us. I believe that, this is the reason which made us diff erent in our day to day 

actions, habits and goals.

 In brief, if we are not bound by avaricious desire, but rather is content with our daily 

provisions, I’d say we have learned something much more than education. If you only focus on 

the monetary reward of education, you won’t necessarily be happy, and you will lose out on many 

rich experiences. On an ending note, may we all remember this quote by a Chinese philosopher 

Confucius, “Education breeds con  dence. Con  dence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace.”
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I WILL NOT GIVE UP

                                Stephen Rungsung,

                                 BA,Semester-I

If I make a mistake,

 en I would have to retake, 

even feel the pain.

It’s not easy living every day, 

it’s not easy to go through so many diff erent

circumstances, so many diff erent challenges.

But I believe in every ability that I have 

and understand that it is not over for me yet.

Losing my mom years ago, 

was the hardest thing that I had to deal with.

To this day, I still think about my mother

who gave me life, and I have my moments

of happiness recalling the good times with her.

But I also have my sad moments 

being reminded of her absence.

Accepting my fate, I continue to move on.

I cannot blame life, 

challenges are a part of life.

 ere are times when I want more from life,

when people do not believe in me.

I resolved to do something about it,

rather than just complaining about it.

Don’t be afraid to be diff erent,

weakness is a choice, it’s up to you.
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LESSONS LEARNED IN COLLEGE

                LH Yara 

                BA, Semester-V

 When I applied for this college, I thought about how my  rst semester would be like 

based on what I had heard from people about the college in the past. But after I joined the col-

lege, I realized that I have as many opportunities to learn from here as any other colleges and I 

shouldn’t care about what people talk behind me or the college. I just need to be a grown-up girl 

whose only concern is about her studies, as a learner, nothing more, and nothing less. Besides, 

what you should know is that, not only does attending college get you one step closer to being 

quali  ed for the career of your dreams, but college also allows you to have fun while you work 

hard. Going to college can be fun because you get to meet new people who have the same in-

terests as you. Moreover, you stumble upon professors that care about you and want to see you 

excel inside and outside the classroom. 

 Having spent the whole of three years as a college student, I now understand that going 

to college comes with a whole lot of responsibilities and independence. Not only do I get the 

freedom to take subjects of my choice that heightens my interest and push me closer to my 

desired career but, college gave me exposure and experiences to help me succeed later in my life 

and also to discover the type of person I want to become. Now that my college life is coming to 

an end, I look back on my  rst day in this college and realize that I have nothing to regret about 

my choice of college.  e most important thing that I have learned is, not to let the path stop 

me from moving forward because the path doesn’t de  ne me - I de  ne the path.

 My  nal thoughts are; remember to always be yourself, create the life you want to live, 

and create your own path. You are the de  nition of yourself. Keep growing and the path will 

keep growing too. No one can take that away from you, but yourself. Now, make your way into 

this big crazy world, and don’t you ever look back. Just keep moving forward, just keep growing.

SUCCESS 
                     Mercy Mayirnao

                     BA, Semester-I

“Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of patience. If you want to succeed, 

focus on your dream not on obstacles.”
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IT’S YOU
         Angel Aching Sareo

            BSc, Semester-I

In a place far away,

I see a shining light. 

It calls me to spread my wings;

I carry the dream on my back,

Crossed the mountain and the ocean.

Never losing my way;

Walked all the way forward.

Saw the world around me

I realize how to be myself

 ere is no win or lose

I sing out as loud as I can;

With a smile I shine,

To brighten the world.

 ough the going gets tough sometimes; 

I didn’t lose my courage.

A brave one never loses heart.

Look at me

I’m trying to bloom

I’m full of energy.

So what if I cry sometimes,

Everyone gets frustrated,

Hold your head up and tomorrow will be better.

‘LIFE’ is beautiful 

One day, one hour and one minute

will not come again in your life.

Avoid  ghts, anger, hatred,

Be kind to everyone and

 ank God for everything.
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THE GHOST OF THE PAST 
Mangakhui Tuikhar

BA, Semester-VI

 e sky was transcending to a  zzy moonlight of the warm summer night. Dusty roads were 

jammed with automobiles returning from their regular events. Noises in the suburban were at 

its peak, soon to be revered with the unsung melody of the night with birds at its nest - all done 

for a day.

Amidst the chaotic scene, awaits a lone mother standing still at the wrought iron gate, looking 

far ahead amongst the parade of kids rushing down the school bus.  e mother was dreadful-

ly awed with the day’s work. Her hands were pale and wrinkled from the daily chores that come 

with the life of being a washerwoman and cleaning lady in the neighborhood. 

It was almost dusk and her son had not returned.  e mother knows where he might be and 

was about to set out to look for him. Just then, the loud atrocious sound of a bicycle clinker was 

heard down the lane. “Ama! Ama!..” Cried out.  e son was all tired, weary and his uniform was 

plagued with dirt. His mother could only sigh in relief.  e son was in elementary school and a 

talented football player. Sometimes, he would be unaware of time only to have missed the school 

bus and would hitch a ride from the local news hawker’s bicycle. 

 ey lived in a two story building. Although it was a couple of decades old building, it was 

considered as the biggest building for rent in that small town. Wrecked with old paint, dust and 

rusty iron shield along the steps, they walked up the staircase.

Next to their room lies an old, grimy, deserted room.  e room was permanently closed as no 

one would rent it and even the caretaker of the building had left it as it is. However, this time, 

there was a tall, shallow  gure standing in the doorway, deep in his thoughts and was taken 

aback by the sight of the two personas walking up the staircase.  e stranger hesitated but greet-

ed them with a gesture, carefully hiding himself into the silhouette.

In the midst of the hollow confrontation between them, came the caretaker. “Ah! Here he is, this 

is your new neighbor, he came from the city, he will be staying here for a week, do take care of 

our guest”, sounding enthusiastic after a prolonged business downturn. He handed the keys and 

rushed off  to the dawn of the night.

 e boy was all the while staring at the dark shallow man and the mother noticed, so she quickly 

grabs her son by the arms and took off .  e small town was peace loving yet it was not friendly 

to newcomers and likewise, she was not willing to break ice with the stranger for just a week’s 

worth of time.  e boy, however, was adamant to get to know him as he never had a fatherly 

 gure while growing up. His dad died in a  re accident before he was even a year old. 

Weekend arrived and it was a happy occasion for the boy as he could play all day long without 
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his mother constantly watching over him. His mom had a pile load of work in the neighborhood 

as usual. However, the happy occasion was cut short for the boy. During the mid-hour of the 

day, the weather changed its course and heavy rain bathes the ground and thunderstorm strikes. 

 e boys of the neighborhood rushed inside to take shelter in their own houses.  e boy was 

quite obedient and knew his manner well but that afternoon, he didn’t return home straight.  e 

instruction, “Do not take sweets from strangers” was not heeded and the boy got enticed by the 

stranger next door and entered his dark, gloomy room. Somehow, he felt safer with a stranger 

rather than being alone.

Evening dawned and the clock struck past 5 o’clock as the mother returned from work.  ere 

was not a single soul on the street.  e heavy rain had dissipated all the dust on the ground 

but the clouds were still dark and intact showing signs of more to come that night. When she 

reached home her son was missing. She dialed her son’s friends, but to no avail. She begins to 

panic. 

 en, came a loud knock at the door. Who could it be?  e door opened with the slightest 

desperation of hope. To her horror, she saw a dark, shallow  gure standing in the hallway.  e 

man had blood stains all over and his vicious eyes showed that he was still looking for more. 

She gasped and tried to slam the door closed but the stranger’s hand  rmly latched onto the 

threshold. “Who are you? And what on earth do you want?” She cried out in vain.

 e stranger entered and quietly shut the door behind him. He took down his hoodie and un-

raveled his face to the world for the  rst time.  e badly burned, bruised skin on the upper left 

corner of the forehead and the scars beneath the right eye that hailed through the back of the 

neck could be seen.  e sight was terrifying and the woman was befuddled.

“Don’t you remember me?” Asked the stranger sounding vindictive and revengeful.  e woman 

recalled the bewailed voice and she was utterly horror shocked. “It...It...Couldn’t... B…e...” 

Half a decade ago, a young, bright and a cheerful woman got married to a young banker.  ey 

were the talk of the town as the loveliest couple. She was a linguistic teacher in the local public 

school but after tying the knot, her husband insists, she stay back home and become a home-

maker.  ough she won’t be teaching anymore, it was an optimal situation as they had a child 

coming along. Amidst the maternity period, the wife hardly saw her husband and she felt ne-

glected every time something came up. It only grew more and more bitter and every now and 

then, domestic violence became a regular event in the household.

One late evening, her husband came home boorishly drunk and started causing ruckus.  ey 

quarreled into the night and the end result was searingly painful. She was dragged into the liv-

ing room where there was  re glowing in the furnace.  e wife in her agonizing and agitated 

state misplaced her footstep and tripped beside the hearth but her husband fell into the blaze. 

Eventually, the husband who had caught  re tried to get even with her and he stormed about 

the room trying to get hold of her and the house got set on  re in every corner.  e wife luckily 
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got rescued by  re  ghters in due time but her husband died before help could arrive.

As years roll by, the woman had  nally made amends with her past. She wanted to start her 

journey afresh without any strings attached to the past and had gone over valleys and hills to 

 nd this isolated, secluded suburban town. Now she thought, this is all a cruel dream. How can 

she be discovered by something that transcends time and space? “He belongs to the past; he 

shouldn’t be here, he couldn’t be here,” she thought.

But the pain was too real.  e swift knife slit her throat and pierces through the lower abdomen. 

 e woman gave an intense agonizing shriek but the voice died out in the heavy downpour of 

the night.

 e next morning, police came to the crime scene.  e woman was found dead due to severe 

blood loss.  e wound on her body was inferred to a knife.  e boy was also reported missing. 

 ey could only search for witnesses, if ever, there is.   ey combed the crime scene but could 

not  nd a single  ngerprint or DNA.  e case was a clean slate. 

 e police knocked on the neighbor’s door and when he opened his door, he was bewildered 

at the scene happening just outside his room. He admitted to have heard nothing the previous 

night.  e police took down all the neighborhood’s statement and left until more clues would 

come to light for further investigation.

 e next door neighbor knew that he was the prime suspect. He went back inside his room and 

dialed a number. “  e woman is dead, the mission is complete but it was someone else who...” 

“...only heavens know what other enemies he made that could only be redeemed by the blood 

of his own wife…”  e other side of the call spoke vehemently. “  e mission is complete, leave 

from there as soon as possible, and don’t contact me again.”  e call abruptly got cut off . 

 e stranger next door hurriedly packs up his possessions to leave at midnight despite being 

warned by law authorities not to leave the premises until further notice. As night approached, 

he slowly opened the door and moved towards the gate but the guards were still wide alert. He 

turned back to climb down the  re escape; all of a sudden the light got  ickered off . He felt a 

strange presence of someone in the hallway and the pungent smell of cigarettes in the air. He 

looked sternly towards the faint shadow in that dim moonlit hallway. Before he could utter any-

thing, he got choked. He could see the face of the dark fellow choking him and he was horror 

stricken by the sight of him.  en, a knife slit his throat and pierced through the lower abdomen. 

He lay down still on the  oor, blood oozing out. Dumbstruck he stared at the dark  gure walk-

ing away and disappearing into thin air.

One could only wonder how memories, deep beneath lie away; still, unmastered and reserved, 

yet constantly reminding us of who we really are within the paradigm of social existence. Os-

tensibly, one cannot escape the past or lie to ourselves forever; it is against the law of nature. We 

seem to move forward only to be strangled by the hours of the unforgotten and ever present 
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past. So then, one could ask, which part of our lives are really free? Do we have free will at all? 

Do we honestly trust life to give us a chance to share our story? Can we hope for and believe in 

the window of second chances? If the answer is negative, then the justice of broad daylight is 

no diff erent than the darkness of the night.  e only constant is that of change but the norm is 

that some stories never get to see the light of the day. So then, who gives the right for people to 

assume anything at all?

LOVE 
                                          H A Shanngaror, 

                                   BA, Semester-V

Walking down the path I saw; 

 is beautiful girl of mine to be,

Beauti  ed with all those Stitched cloth,

Looking gorgeous as ever be.

Longing to get what others have;

Couldn’t get, that she didn’t see.

Over there I saw;

 is mother of hers it be,

Serving the bairn with everything she got,

Loving the bud usually be.

Floating tears in eye like wave,

Love she gives, not everyone see.

Only then I realize;

 is mother of mine I see, 

Living as one from early breath, 

Caring about me always been. 

Compared life with hers again, 

Love I receive, never to let slip.

RE- EDITED FROM NEWTON’S 3RD LAW OF MOTION

                 Ngachanwon Shangh

        BA, Semester- I

 To every book, there is an equal and opposite page. It is covered with dust until and 

unless semester exam appears and the speed of turning the pages is approximately equal to the 

syllabus to be covered and tension remains the same.
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BEING A TEACHER 
              Dr. Sinalei Khayi

        Assistant Professor, History

 “Teachers have three loves, love for learning, love for learners, and love of bringing the 

 rst two loves together.  Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to the 

people who prepare for it today. I am not a teacher, but an awakener.   e art of teaching is the 

art of assisting discovery.”— Scott Hayden

 To be a teacher is to be a model not only for classroom stage. As a famous educationist 

once said, “A teacher is a model, a friend, a guide, a philosopher, parents”. A teacher is everything 

to a student and hence, as role models the way they present themselves through proper dress-

ing, good grooming,  tting behavior, decency and overall pleasant personality greatly matters. 

Moreover, as role models for the students of today, teachers play big role in guiding families, 

strengthening communities and shaping the nation as a whole. 

 Teaching profession is no doubt, a dedicated and demanding job. It’s true that to be a 

successful teacher, seventy  ve percent depends on our dedication and love for the job.  erefore, 

this involves not just thorough preparation of lessons to be taught in the classroom but being 

involved in student’s extracurricular activities as mere classroom teaching will not provide eff ec-

tive teaching & learning. To be involved in their varied area of interests is very important to take 

control over students and to garner respect from them. 

 To be a teacher also means to acknowledge that teaching is a transformative process not 

only for students but for teachers as well. I teach my students the meaning of collaboration be-

cause they have to learn from one another’s experiences. So, to be a teacher also means to allow 

your students to teach you. My students teach me as much as I teach them.  ey teach me new 

ways of thinking and new perspectives of the world.  e need to keep pace with the world is 

made aware through my students.  is is very important because being a teacher requires revis-

iting the self every now and then and keeping updated with the present context of the subject 

matter, of knowledge and development, of social issues and outlook and new technologies. And 

hence, being in the teaching profession can make one very trendy. 

 Indeed, to be a teacher is a blessing and honor. Teachers may not be the highest paid 

workers in the world but the job satisfaction that comes with it is surely humbling and remark-

able. 
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THE VOICE
                               

            Ngachanphi Ronngui

                             BSc, Semester-I

 ere is a voice inside of you

 at whispers all day long,

“You know that this is right for you”

“You know that this is wrong.” 

No teacher, preacher, parent, friend

Or a wise man can decide 

What’s right for you. Just listen to

the voice that speaks inside of you

GRATITUDE
                      Shangthing Machinao

                       Alumni, Batch of 2019

 I would like to thank the college for giving me the most amazing years of experience and 

the opportunity to better myself through classroom learning and extracurricular activities. I am 

very thankful for the way my teachers encouraged me to be a better student and for teaching me 

how to manage my time and priorities.

 During my years in this college, I have had the privilege to form long lasting bond with 

my friends. And, I would also like to stress that, not only will you gain friendship among peers 

in the college but you will also get the chance to develop deep personal bonds with your teachers 

as well as non-teaching staff . I feel that the most important aspect in college life is to be engaged 

in all the activities of the college and to try to connect with everyone and support one another at 

times of both ups and downs, for these relationships are what makes us mature and responsible 

persons.

 I am very grateful for many things in my life and a college experience is certainly one of 

them. My sincere appreciation goes out to the college staff  and teachers who tirelessly work for 

the betterment of Pettigrew College. May God continue to guide you all.
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STUDENT AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

• Sirawon Horam, BA Semester V– 1st Rank in Pratyasha 3.0 Global Speech 

Competition held on 12th October 2020

• Solemwon Zimik BA Semester III– 2nd Position in State Level Essay Writing 

Competition on the Topic “Pros and cons of Citizenship Amendment Bill” Held 

on 10th Nov 2019

• Mangakhui Tuikhar BA Semester VI– 1st Position in the Gateway to Competitive 

Exam conducted under Ukhrul District Administration held on 27th Sept & 3rd, 7th 

Oct 2019

• Chingnu Haokip BA Semester VI– 3rd Position in the Gateway to Competitive 

Exam conducted under Ukhrul District Administration held on 27th Sept & 3rd, 7th 

Oct 2019                    
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PHOTO GALLERY
EDITORIAL TEAM

 

Editorial team with Principal and V. Principal seated from left to right
Mrs. Horron Shingnaisui, Mr. K.A.S Soreishang (Principal)

Mr. R Peter Horam (Vice-Principal), Mrs. RS Philasem, Mr. M. Kaphungsing

\

Students Magazine committee standing from left to right
Ningkhanrin Vashi, Lh. Yara, Sirawon Horam,  anmathuk Vashi



28CATALYST        PETTIGREW COLLEGE, UKHRUL

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
 S

T
A

F
F

 
 

 



29CATALYST         PETTIGREW COLLEGE, UKHRUL

STUDENT UNION EXECUTIVE 2019-20

Standing from left to right

Ningkhanrin Vashi, Lh. Yara, Sirawon Horam,  anmathuk Vashi

NON-TEACHING STAFF: Seated from left to right

S. Tarawon, Joyanty Khodang, AS. Pamwonla. R. Chumphala, AS  emmichon,
MD Ra  que Rahman, S  ingza
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HOSTEL GIRLS WITH WARDEN DR. RM VINO

HOSTEL BOYS  WARDEN MR. K MAYONMI 
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SOME COLLEGE ACTIVITY
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Youth Parliament Festival

Observance of International Mother Language Day
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ADMINISTRATIVE BLOCK

SCIENCE BLOCK

PLAYGROUD

COLLEGE CAMPUS
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ENTRANCE VIEW

ACADEMIC BLOCK

BOYS HOSTEL
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