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dominant role in  ty and a democratic state". -
lety. But it is more The above mentioned wrong with the bureau- ‘' § 28 -1
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m@f it work together. : , '
. 3. Explai an cteristic of




-2

One of the important factors which Weber had
indeveloping a historical understanding of bureau-
cratization was to show that it was a development
of modern society. In order to ‘demonstrate this,
' everal historical comparisons of ad-

Jocieties. He looked at the
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by and large protestant who had made greatest
progress in education and employment. They were
the top bureaucrats, the most skilled technical work-
ers and leading industrialists. The main features of
Calvinism are; first God is powerful and transcen-
dent, second, doctrine of predestination which re-
fers to God's selection of certain persons for heaven
while the rest are damned, third a eticism, which
means strict discipline, control and conquest of de-
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Therefore, social science cannot rely on positive sci-
ence method alone, Weber advocated ‘Verstehen'
method to understand social action at the level of
meaning and then tries to se of motives
underlie the social action. First step inva lved
method is direct observational w\d stanc
obvious subjecﬂVe mem actor’

Second steps involves Hshmg an emym&.liv
aison with the actor. Here the obse

mréandfounlynoﬁano[ca__mgwlﬁ implies no  himself

 low or too diny Max Weber calls it
.spu'it of eapltalism.
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_constraint when, in a gathering or crowd, a feeli ; ummed
_lwelf oneveryone or a coll i s :gfll: e i s 3 {2
i fotexample, eommm\icated toall. Such i
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jsm. On the other hand, other religions like 1 lind
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ism, Confucianism, Buddhism etc. were either ol
nfucianisy ¢ 1 other

‘“,rm]_\ ascetic or have }"ru‘n\n\lw'lu'm e of the myst
shic

though material ¢ e
althoug aterial conditions propitious for the de

and therefore, failed to foster the spirit of capitalis
\.C“‘l"“"”“ ot ‘:"\”l"l‘*m were present in Indian and
Chines socieities.

‘ ~\\ xilwr.’s ll,\’v.\’is on “Protestant Ethic and spirit
of (”l"fr”hs”' l)~15 been criticised on various ac-
counts. Famous English historions R.H. Tawney has
p\'nmm'i out that (hg empirical evidence on which
Weber’s interpretation of protestantism was based,
was too narrow. According to him England was the
first f‘oulxtryi to develop capitalism. However, the
English puritans did not believe in the doctrine of
predestination.

Segondly, there were aspects of traditional
C:.ithohc teaching which were equally comparable
with capitalism. Yet capitalism was extremely slow
in some Catholic dominated areas. Weber seems to
have ignored crucial development in Catholicism
which occured after reformation and the modernised
catholicism from within. Next, capitalism is contra-
dictory in that it requires the consumption of com-
modities as well as saving for the future investment.
Protestant asceticism aids the latter but the former
may require hedonism. Finally, the present day capi-
tal is o longer guided by the inner worldly ascetism,
What is more, the present day life style is increas-
ingly hedonistic. Webers thesis can be defended
against some of the criticism by pointing out that it
was only an ideal type construction which sought to
establish a connection between certain aspect of
protestantism with some aspect of early
enterpreneurial type of capitalism. At no stage did
Weber claimed to be the sole cause. In fact, Weber
did admit to the possibility of building other it.ieal
types linking other contributory forces to capital-
ism. Thus, Webers thesis should not be treated as
general theory of capitalism development. Itis more
ideographic in nature. Further Weber clearly states
that the spirit of capitalism was only one component
albeit an important one. There are other cofnponenls
too which together with the spirit constituted the
modern capitalism. These components are: ;
1. Private ownership of the means of production
2. Technological progress to the degree the pro-

duction can be calculated in advance. For ex-

ample mechanisation or automation.
3. Formally free labour
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4 I'he organisation of apitalist producers into joint
stock companies

). Calculable law, that is the universalistic legal
system which .1H.l|ml 1o evervone and is ad
ministered equitably
T'hese elements form the basis of the ideal type

of modern capitalism

Q4. Distinguish between sex and gender, Dis-
cuss the gender issues with suitable examples,

Ans. The term ‘sex’ is biologically determined
while the term ‘gender’ and its role spé-vi.‘u ation are
socially, culturally, traditionally and to some extent
religiously constructed. The patriarchal norms domi-
nate society and therefore most women experience
“gender oppression” to a greater or lower degree
While reviewing the United Nation’s staistics en-
visages that (i) Women perform 67 percent of the
world working hours (ii) They earn 10 percent of the
world’s income (iii) Women are two thirds of the
world’s illiterates and (iv) they own less than one
percent of the world’s property. These inequalities
related to socio-economic and political fields are gen-
der based. In comparison to their male counterpart,
the women of the world especially in developing
and underdeveloped countries are still lagging be-
hind. They are deprived, alienated, disorganised, de-
pendent and lack power, prestige, status, freedom
etc. in comparison to their male counterpart around
the world. In cases of developed countries these in-
equalities are rather less. On the other hand, one can
also observe the sex based inequalities in the male
dominated society. It is generally assumed that the
physical strength of the women is too weak to do
hard work. Their 1.Q. (intelligent quotient) level is
also supposed to be low in comparison to man. Itis
also belived that they are suitable only for certain
limited professions like teaching and nursing.

The Erench philosopher Rousseau provided one
of the earliest examination of the relationship be-
tween biologically based and socialley created in-
equalities, He refers to biological based inequality
as natural or physical because it is established by
nature and consists in a difference of age, health,
bodily strength and the qualities of the mind or the
soul. By comparison socially created inequality con-
sists of different previleges which some men enjoy
{o the prejudice of others, such as that of being more
rich, more honoured, more powerful, or even ina
position to exact obedience, Rousseau believed that
biologically based inequalities between men were
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